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		Message from Her Excellency Christine Carla Kangaloo ORTT, President of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago on the Occasion of Easter 2024[image: ][image: ]Fellow citizens,[image: ][image: ]Jesus Christ, described by the Apostle Paul as ‘the author and perfecter of our faith’ and the ‘chief cornerstone’, lived His life as He preached - in love, forgiveness, humility, and faith. Those were the same values with which He faced His death. The fact that Jesus held fast to these values, even as He faced humiliation, pain and death, is reason enough for both Christians and non-Christians to pause and to wonder at His great example. It is therefore entirely right that, at Easter, humanity should pause and should celebrate the life of an individual whose death and resurrection are the bedrock of the Christian faith. [image: ][image: ]How amazing it is to consider that the Son of God assumed human form, endured undeserved abuse and perished on a cross, despite His great power. How comforting it is to consider that His love for us did not waver or fail, even as he was condemned and persecuted by the very human beings for whom He laid down His life. His undying love for mankind was made clear by His declaration in John 15:13 that, “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.” [image: ][image: ]Just imagine the country we would create, if each of us were to show love to those who dislike us; to forgive those who have hurt us; to be humble in the face of our accomplishments; and to have faith when the darkness surrounds us. Just imagine the nation we would build, if we did not waver or fail, even as we are condemned and persecuted on account of the very goals for which we toil and sacrifice. There is no doubt that Trinidad and Tobago is an amazingly beautiful nation. But what perhaps we do not fully realise, is how much more infinitely beautiful and impactful our country can become, if each of us practises the values that Jesus taught us.  [image: ][image: ]This Easter, my hope and my prayer is that the universal appeal of Jesus’ example might inspire all citizens, regardless of race, creed or class, to strive to embody the values and principles by which He lived and for which He died. [image: ][image: ]Let us resolve this Easter to embrace the values and the spirit of Christ as we interact with one another. Let us infuse love into adverse situations, perseverance into times of difficulty, forgiveness when we experience betrayal, and hope when all seems lost. Let us adopt and carry Jesus’ values with us always, bringing light and understanding into dark situations and inspiring others to have faith for the future. [image: ][image: ]Let us, by doing these things and by being true to these values, build an even better country than the one we so love today.[image: ][image: ]I extend to the Christian and to the national community best wishes for a happy, holy and hopeful Easter celebration.			
	... See MoreSee Less
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		Her Excellency Christine Carla Kangaloo ORTT,  President of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, mourns the passing of former Chief Justice, Mr. Justice Michael Anthony de la Bastide TC.[image: ][image: ]Justice de la Bastide received this nation's highest award, the Trinity Cross in 1996 in the sphere of Law.[image: ][image: ]On behalf of the country and on her own behalf, Her Excellency offers her heartfelt condolences to his family, colleagues and friends. May he rest in peace.			
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		Her Excellency Christine Carla Kangaloo ORTT, President of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago notes with sadness the passing of[image: ]Major General Ralph Brown, (Retired), former Chief of Defense Staff.[image: ][image: ]Major General Brown received the Chaconia Medal GOLD in 2019 in the sphere of Public Service.[image: ][image: ]On behalf of a grateful nation Her Excellency offers sincere condolences to his family, friends and colleagues.[image: ][image: ]May he rest in eternal peace.			
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		Message from Her Excellency Christine Kangaloo ORTT, President of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago on Spiritual Baptist Liberation Shouter Day 2024[image: ][image: ]Fellow citizens,[image: ][image: ]Injustice is the mother of many ills. It can give rise to debilitating frustration; it can give rise to unbridled anger. Injustice can bring out the worst in ourselves. [image: ][image: ]In rare cases, though, injustice can bring out the best in ourselves. One such case, is the case of the Spiritual Baptist community. The Spiritual Baptist community affords one of the greatest examples of injustice bringing out the best in ourselves.  [image: ][image: ]On 16 November 1917, an unspeakable injustice in the form of the Shouters Prohibition Ordinance was perpetrated against the Spiritual Baptist community. The discriminatory ban prohibited members from congregating, erecting a place of worship or otherwise practising their religious beliefs. The colonial authorities sought to sugar-coat this injustice as an effort to reduce the disturbance to public order caused by the shouting and bell-ringing characteristic of Spiritual Baptist gatherings. The Spiritual Baptist community would not be daunted by that contrivance. They recognised the injustice for what it was. Yet, rather than allowing that injustice to erupt into either debilitating frustration or unbridled anger, they turned their efforts within, committed themselves all the more to their beliefs and their aspirations, and, for the next 34 years, put on one of the most extraordinary displays of courage, resilience and determination in modern history. In so doing, the Spiritual Baptist community set an example that has inspired and encouraged generations of Trinbagonians.[image: ][image: ]Drawing upon the tenets of their faith, the Spiritual Baptist community resisted and endured. Their faithfulness and resolve were rewarded when, on March 30, 1951, the Ordinance was repealed, and they won, formally, the right that was always theirs to practise their religion with freedom and in dignity.[image: ][image: ]It would be foolhardy to pretend that there is no injustice in our society today. Today’s injustices might be more subtle than the overt and naked prejudice shown by the colonial authorities in 1917. But in many ways, they are no less painful or any less destructive. Today, as we grapple with injustices in our own lives, we, too, are called upon to resist and to endure. We are called upon to emulate the example of the Spiritual Baptist community. We are called upon to avoid yielding ourselves over to debilitating frustration or to unbridled anger. We are called upon to turn our efforts within, to commit ourselves all the more to our beliefs and our aspirations, and to vindicating the right that is always ours to be the master of our own destiny. [image: ][image: ]As we celebrate Spiritual Baptist Liberation Shouter Day this year, let it be more than a reminder of the injustices suffered by Spiritual Baptists. Let us celebrate the occasion as a testament to the importance of perseverance and steadfastness during times of trial and tribulation. Let us see the occasion as a celebration of our ability to resist and endure, and to secure freedom from oppression. Let us celebrate it as a demonstration of the possibilities that unfold when we stand firm and fight for what we believe in. [image: ][image: ]The response of the Spiritual Baptist community to injustice is a blueprint for every citizen to follow. It is a reminder of our duty as citizens to identify and call out injustices when, and where we see them. Fighting injustice is a shared responsibility. It means fighting, not just for our own liberation from injustice, but also fighting for the rights of our brothers and sisters.[image: ][image: ]Let us therefore take up the mantle that the Spiritual Baptist community has forged.  Let us fight for one another. Let us fight to make our beloved country a better place for us all to live in.[image: ][image: ]It gives me great pleasure to extend to the Spiritual Baptist community and all citizens of our nation best wishes for a safe, happy and joyous celebration of Spiritual Baptist Liberation Shouter Day.			
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		Her Excellency Christine Carla Kangaloo ORTT, President of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago today received a delegation of The National Congress of Incorporated Spiritual Baptist Organisations of Trinidad and Tobago Inc. (Archbishop's Council) at President's House.[image: ][image: ]Paying Her Excellency the courtesy call were His Eminence Patriarch Wayne Jones, Ecclesiastical Head of the Spiritual Baptist Faith; His Eminence Deputy Patriarch Patrick Brown, Deputy Ecclesiastical Head of the Spiritual Baptist Faith; His Grace Archbishop William Leon John, Chairman, Archbishops’ Council; King Shepherd/Primate Bishop Ray M.S. Brathwaite,[image: ]Advisor/Honorary Treasurer; Senior Bishop Carlyle H. Elie, Honorary Secretary, Archbishops’ Council;[image: ]Elect Lady Hilary Stapleton-Nedd,[image: ]Chairman, Administrative Council; and Abbess Sherma Riley-Springer,[image: ]General Secretary, Administrative Council.			
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			President of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago

Office of the President

Circular Road

St Ann’s

The Republic of Trinidad and Tobago

Telephone: (868) 225-4687

Email: otp.mail@otp.gov.tt
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